115 Heligien in the School

Rehgous behet and disbelef are matters of personal considerabion rather than govermmental
authority and the students of this School are protocted by the First Amendment from the
establishment of religien in the schosls. Accordingly, me devetional exercises or displays of 2
religious character will be permitted at the Schoal m the conduct of any program or sctivity wnder
the jurisdiction of the School, nor shall instrectional sctivities be permitied w advance or mhibat
any parbicular relignon, or relgion generally, However, a student may engage m relynons
expression before, during, and after school hours in the zame manner and we the same extent that a
sludent is permitied o engage in secular activities or expression before, during, and afier school
hours, The School shall also grve the same acces to school fecilines to shisdents who wash o
conduct a meeling [ the purpose of engaging in religsous expression as 15 given 1o seoular student

groups, without regard to the content of a student’s or group’s expression,

An understanding of religions and the cominbutions that religwn has migde W the advancement of
civilization is essential o the thorough education of young people and 1o their appreciation of a
pluralistic society. To that end, the curnculum shall be developed to include, as appropriate to the

variows ages and attainments of the stedents, imstraction about the rehgions of the world,

The Board and School acknowledge the degree 1o which a religious consciousness has permeated
the arts, hterawre, musse, and ssues of morality,  The amstructiona] and resource materials
approved for use frequently contam religious references or concemm moral ssues that have
traditionally been the focus of religious concern.  That such materials may be relighous i natare
shall not, by itself, bar their use by the School. The Board directs that teaching stafT members
employing such materials be newiral in therr approach and avoid usemg them w advance or inhibat

religion in any way

Religiwus raditiors vary in thew perceplions and doctrines regarding the natural world and s
processes. The currseulum 1= chosen for its place i the education of the students of the Schoal.
not for s conformity te religious primciples. Studenis should receive unbiased instruction in the
schools so that they may privately accept or reject the knowledge so pained in accordance with

their own religious wenets,

Accordingly, no Studem shall be exerngled from attendance in a regquired course on the grounds

that the instruction thercin nterferes with the free exercise of hisher religion.

Comnsitent with the School's sttendance policy, students are permitted 1o be absent for up to three
(%} school days each school year to participate in holidays for reasons of faith or relynous or
spiriteal beliel sysiems, or o participate in orgonized activities conducted under the auspices of a
religious denomination, church, or other religious or spiriual organization. Absences shall be
treated as excused, and students shall not be penalized because of their absence. Students absent

for religious expression duys or religious bolidays shall be permitled w pasticipate i athletics of

extracurmicular activities on davs in which the student was otherwise excused from aftendance at
school. The School shall also provide altematrve aecommuodabons in order to complete exoms and
other academic requirements missed due o a timely reguesied absence. Accommodations may
melude re-scheduling the altermative examimation or other academic requirement for the approved

student, which may be before or afier the ime and date thal was onginally schedu led

Parents shall report absences due 1o religious expression or holidays in writing to the Principal in
the ususl mammer required by the School’s atiendence pobey. Provided however, reguesied
ahsences that n::p,u'n: wecommodaivon for an exam or acadermic rw,lllin:rm:nt chall be made n
writing by the student’s parent no later than fourteen [ 14) days after the start of the school year, or
the date of the siudent’s corollment, whichever is lafer, 10 be deemed timely. The Principal may
regpuire confirmation of the parent’s sinature on any absence request, but may ool inguire as o
the smeerity of the student’s reliynous or spirtual belef system.

The Schasel also shall not prohibat a student from engaging in religious expression m the
completion of homewoark, artwork, or other written or oml assignments. Assignment grades and
seores shall be caleulated using ordinary academic standards of substance and relevance, including
any legitimate pedagogical concems, and shall not penalize or reward a student based on the
relgious content of a stadent’s work,

This policy, as well as & non-cxhaustive list of major religious bolidays, festivals, and religiouss
observations for which an excused absence shall not be unreasomably withheld or denied, shall be

posted ina prominent location on the School’s website and comveyed 1o parents an an annual basis
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